
BOOK PUBLISHING AGREEMENT 

 

This Agreement is entered into by and between the parties identified below. This Agreement 

shall become legally binding and effective on the date it has been fully executed by the 

signatures of both parties (the "Effective Date"). 

THE PUBLISHER Crosslink Publishing, an independent publisher 

THE AUTHOR Walt Whitman 

THE WORK (TITLE) Leaves of Grass 

 

The parties agree to the following terms and conditions: 

1. GRANT OF RIGHTS & SUBSIDIARY REVERSION 

The Author hereby grants, transfers, and assigns to the Publisher the exclusive right to print, 

publish, market, distribute, and sell the Work in print, digital (e-book), and audiobook formats in 

the English language throughout the world, subject to the terms and conditions set forth herein.  

For the avoidance of doubt, "Audiobook rights" granted herein include recordings generated via 

artificial intelligence (AI), synthetic-voice narration, or digital text-to-speech technology 

(including, but not limited to, platforms such as ElevenLabs). The Publisher shall have the right 

to utilize a high-quality digital voice or a digitally cloned version of the Author’s own voice to 

produce the audiobook edition.  

To ensure a collaborative partnership, the final selection of the specific digital voice model shall 

be subject to mutual agreement between the Author and the Publisher, which approval shall not 

be unreasonably withheld, conditioned, or delayed.  

All subsidiary rights—defined strictly as foreign translation rights, serial rights, anthology rights, 

dramatic, film, television, and streaming adaptation rights—are expressly and 100% reserved 

and retained by the Author from the date of execution. The Publisher claims no right, title, or 

interest in any subsidiary rights under this Agreement. 

  



2. TERM AND SALES-BASED RIGHTS REVERSION 

Except as otherwise provided herein, this Agreement shall remain in effect for the duration of 

the Work's copyright. 

However, to ensure an author-friendly partnership, a strict performance mechanism shall govern 

rights reversion: 

Out-of-Print & Reversion Clause: The Work shall be deemed "Out of Print" if, after two (2) 

years from initial publication, available editions fail to sell a combined total of at least fifty (50) 

units (inclusive of print, digital, and audiobook formats aggregated together) across two (2) 

consecutive standard accounting periods. 

Explicitly, any units distributed or sold via Section 3.3 ("Author Purchases") shall be strictly 

excluded from this calculation and do not count toward the performance threshold requirement. 

Upon written request by the Author under these conditions, the Publisher shall revert all granted 

rights back to the Author within sixty (60) days, provided that the Author has no outstanding 

balances or unearned promotional advances due to the Publisher. 

3. ROYALTIES & FINANCIAL COMPENSATION 

The Publisher agrees to pay the Author royalties based upon actual sales of the Work, 

calculated as follows: 

3.1 Print Editions (Paperback/Hardcover): The Publisher shall pay the Author a tiered royalty 

based on the cumulative number of physical copies sold, calculated as a percentage of Net 

Receipts: 

• 20% of Net Receipts on the first 2,500 physical copies sold. 

• 25% of Net Receipts on all physical copies sold from 2,501 copies up to 10,000 copies. 

• 30% of Net Receipts on all physical copies sold from 10,001 to 25,000 copies. 

• 35% of Net Receipts on all physical copies sold above 25,000. 

"Net Receipts" for print editions shall represent the gross funds actually received by the 

Publisher from retailers, wholesalers, or distribution networks (which are inherently net of 

standard retail, wholesale, or trade discounts), less any actual third-party shipping or freight 

costs directly associated with the sale. No printing, manufacturing, production costs, or generic 

corporate overhead shall be deducted from this calculation. 

3.2 Electronic, Digital, & Audiobook Editions: The Publisher shall pay the Author 50% of Net 

Receipts. "Net Receipts" for digital editions shall represent the gross funds actually received by 

the Publisher from distributors or retailers (e.g., Amazon, Apple, Barnes & Noble, Audible) less 

direct, transaction-specific third-party digital delivery fees. If the Publisher sub-licenses 

audiobook or digital rights to a third-party publisher, the Author shall receive 50% of all net 

licensing fees received by the Publisher. 

  



3.3 Author Purchases: The Author retains the right to purchase physical copies of their own 

Work at a flat discount of 50% off the Retail Cover Price. No royalties shall be paid on Author-

purchased copies. Such copies are intended for the Author's personal use, direct-to-consumer 

sales, or local author events, and may not be listed or resold by the Author to retail bookstores 

or online marketplaces (e.g., Amazon, Ingram) in direct competition with the Publisher. 

4. RESERVE AGAINST RETURNS & LOCALIZATION OF LOSSES 

Recognizing the operational realities of the retail book market, the Publisher may maintain a 

temporary reserve against bookstore returns. To preserve transparency and stability for the 

Author, this reserve is governed by strict limitations: 

Returns Management Rule: The Publisher may maintain a reasonable reserve against returns, 

which shall strictly not exceed Rmax = 20% of the total royalties earned in any given accounting 

period. However, in instances where initial brick-and-mortar retail bookstore buy-in orders 

exceed 500 units, the Publisher may maintain a temporary reserve of up to 35% specifically for 

the first two accounting periods following the Work's launch. 

Each monthly accounting statement issued to the Author shall explicitly display the exact dollar 

amount being held in reserve. Any funds withheld in a reserve must be fully and automatically 

released to the Author within one hundred and eighty (180) days subsequent to the close of the 

period in which they were withheld. 

Isolation of Losses Clause: If the Work experiences an unexpected or massive wave of retail 

bookstore returns subsequent to the release of a reserve, creating a negative financial balance 

for the Work, the Publisher reserves the contractual right to offset and recover those losses 

strictly against the Author's future earnings generated by this specific Work. The Publisher shall 

have no right to offset such losses against any other past, current, or future titles published by 

the Author with Crosslink Publishing. 

5. RIGHT OF FIRST LOOK 

The Author and the Publisher value their collaborative relationship. The Author grants the 

Publisher an exclusive "Right of First Look" for their next book-length work. The Author may 

submit a written proposal or partial manuscript for review. The Publisher shall have precisely 

twenty-one (21) days from receipt to make a formal, binding publication offer. If no mutually 

acceptable agreement is reached within twenty-one (21) days, or if the Publisher declines the 

project, the Author shall be completely free to pitch or publish the work elsewhere without any 

further obligation, restriction, or matching clauses. 

  



6. INDEMNIFICATION AND LEGAL ADJUSTMENTS 

The Author warrants that the Work is original, does not infringe any existing copyright, and 

contains no libelous material. To ensure standard corporate safety without imposing unviable 

liability on the independent author, the following balanced indemnification standards apply: 

Balanced Liability Limit: In the event of an unproven, unadjudicated, or frivolous third-party 

claim, the Publisher and Author agree to split defense costs equally, up to a maximum financial 

cap equivalent to the cumulative total of all royalties paid to the Author under this Agreement. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, this financial cap shall immediately become null and void if (a) 

the Author settles a claim without the Publisher's prior written consent, (b) Crosslink's 

independent legal counsel determines there is a clear, material breach of the warranty of 

originality, or (c) a court of competent jurisdiction enters a final, non-appealable judgment 

finding that the Author breached their warranty of originality or committed willful copyright 

infringement or libel. 

7. ACCOUNTING AND STATEMENTS 

The Publisher shall render statements of accounts on a monthly basis, covering the preceding 

calendar month. Corresponding royalty payments shall be executed at least quarterly, delivered 

within thirty (30) days following the close of each standard calendar quarter. Detailed 

statements will explicitly enumerate unit sales, returns processed, and Net Receipts. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Publisher reserves the right, to increase the frequency of 

royalty payments (e.g., to a monthly payout schedule) and to determine or modify the 

operational methods of payment delivery (including, but not limited to, electronic funds transfer, 

direct deposit, or digital payment platforms). The Publisher shall provide the Author with at least 

thirty (30) days' written notice prior to implementing any such administrative changes to 

payment frequency or methods. 

8. EXECUTION AND GOVERNANCE 

This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties. Except for 

administrative changes to royalty payment methods and frequencies as explicitly permitted 

under Section 7, this Agreement may not be modified except in writing signed by both the 

Author and Crosslink Publishing. This contract shall be governed by and construed in 

accordance with the laws of the Publisher's state of incorporation. 

FOR THE AUTHOR FOR CROSSLINK PUBLISHING 

  

  

Walt Whitman Rick Bates, Managing Editor 

 


